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<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"3\">Mr. Rhodes accounts for the enactment in the<BR>following words: \"If we look below the surface we<BR>shall find a strong impelling motive of the South*,<BR>ern clamor for this harsh enactment other than the<BR>natural desire to recover lost property. Early in<BR>the session it took air that a part of the game of the<BR>disunionists was to press a stringent fugitive slave<BR>law, for which no Northern man could vote; and<BR>when it was defeated, the North would be charged<BR>with refusal to carry out a stipulation of the Con- <BR>stitution. . . . The admission of California was<BR>a bitter pill for the Southern ultras, but they were<BR>forced to take it. The Fugitive Slave Law was a<BR>taunt and a reproach to that part of the North<BR>where the anti-slavery sentiment ruled supremely,<BR>and was 'deemed a partial compensation.\" Clay<BR>expressed surprise that States from which few<BR>slaves escaped demanded a more stringent law<BR>than Kentucky, from which many escaped.</FONT><BR>\
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<SPAN class=font0>110       THE ANTI-SLAVERY CRUSADE</SPAN><BR>\
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<DIV class=paragraph style=\" padding:4.7pt 21.5pt 0.0pt 22.4pt; text-align:justify; text-indent:10.8pt;\">\
<SPAN class=font0 style=\" line-height:15.0pt;\">Mr. Rhodes accounts for the enactment in the<BR>following words: \"If we look below the surface we<BR>shall find a strong impelling motive of the South*,<BR>ern clamor for this harsh enactment other than the<BR>natural desire to recover lost property. Early in<BR>the session it took air that a part of the game of the<BR>disunionists was to press a stringent fugitive slave<BR>law, for which no Northern man could vote; and<BR>when it was defeated, the North would be charged<BR>with refusal to carry out a stipulation of the Con- <BR>stitution. . . . The admission of California was<BR>a bitter pill for the Southern ultras, but they were<BR>forced to take it. The Fugitive Slave Law was a<BR>taunt and a reproach to that part of the North<BR>where the anti-slavery sentiment ruled supremely,<BR>and was 'deemed a partial compensation.\" Clay<BR>expressed surprise that States from which few<BR>slaves escaped demanded a more stringent law<BR>than Kentucky, from which many escaped.</SPAN><BR>\
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<SPAN class=font0 style=\" line-height:15.0pt;\">Whatever may have been the motives leading to<BR>the enactment, its immediate effect was the elimi- <BR>nation of one of the great national parties, thus<BR>paving the way for the formation of parties along<BR>sectional lines. Two years after the passage of the<BR>compromise acts the Democratic national conven- <BR>tion assembled to nominate a candidate for the</SPAN><BR>\
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